Discover the ltuze Women's Cooperative - a
powerful testament to female resilience and
entrepreneurial spirit. Their story highlights
how collective effort can lead to improved
livelihoods and brighter prospects.

Product Details

Origin: Rwanda

Region: Kamonyi

Town: Ngamba

Washing Station:Ngamba ltuze
Women's Cooperative

Varietal: Red Bourbon

Altitude: 1600 masl

Owner: 20 female members of Ituze
Harvest: March-june

Processing: Fully Washed

Cupping Score: 86

Tasting Notes: Clementine, Stone Fruit,
Butter & Dark Chocolate.
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In 2008, 18 women who were diagnosed with HIV/AIDS came
together to form the Ituze Women Cooperative. They were
facing many challenges, but they were determined to create a
better future for themselves and their families.

In Kinyarwanda, “ituze” means “calmness”, which is the effect
the women wanted their cooperative to have. The
cooperative’s first goal was to provide support and friendship
to its members. They met regularly to share their experiences,
offer each other advice and simply lend a listening ear. This
sense of community was essential to their success.

The cooperative also set out to generate additional income.
They began by farming coffee and pineapples, and they soon
realized that they had a knack for business. They were able to
increase their yields and improve the quality of their products.
In 2018, the cooperative received a grant from the Kahawatu
Foundation to purchase seedlings, shade trees and manure,
which further boosted their productivity. They also received
training in soap manufacturing, which has become a profitable
new venture.

Today, the ltuze Women's Cooperative is a thriving business.
They have over 20 members, and their products are sold
locally and in the capital city of Kigali. They have also been able
to save an impressive amount of money through a Village
Savings and Loan Association (VSLA). In their first year, they
saved over $1,000, which was used by each member to pay for
medical insurance, rehabilitate houses, buy educational
materials and purchase livestock.



